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STOP the High Burnup Nuclear Experiment 

For about 16 years, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has 

approved high burnup fuel, which increases nuclear industry profits. 

High burnup fuel is low-enriched uranium that has burned in the 

reactor for more than 45 GWd/MTU (GigaWatt days per Metric Ton 

of Uranium).
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High burnup fuel has unresolved serious waste storage issues.           

A June 2013 Department of Energy report
2
 states “…cladding 

performance issues need to be addressed before this fuel can be 

loaded into dry casks and transportation systems.” And “…burnup 

rates as low as 30 GWd/MTU can present performance issues 

including cladding embrittlement under accident conditions as well as normal operations.”  

The NRC should stop approval of high burnup fuel and make solving high burnup fuel 

storage problems one of its highest priorities.  

High burnup fuel problems 
• Dangerously unpredictable and unstable in storage – even short-term. 

• Over twice as radioactive and over twice as hot. The higher the burnup rate and 

the higher the uranium enrichment, the more radioactive, hotter and unstable. 

• Requires a minimum of 7 to 20 years of cooling in spent fuel pools.  San Onofre’s 1123 high burnup 

fuel assemblies require at least 15 years to cool in the pools. Years of cooling depend on burnup rate, 

percent of uranium enrichment and other factors as defined in the dry cask system’s technical 

specifications.
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 Lower burnup fuel requires a minimum of 5 years. 

• Requires more storage space between fuel assemblies due to the higher heat, higher radioactivity, and 

instability,
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 yet the NRC approves higher densities of fuel assemblies in dry casks systems.  San Onofre 

requested use of a new dry cask system that crowds 32 fuel assemblies into the same space that 

currently holds 24.
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 This new system will increases the risks of dangerous radiation releases into the 

environment.  The NRC should NOT approve the NUHOMS® 32PTH2 cask system for high burnup, but 

is considering doing so this year. Diablo Canyon now uses a 32 fuel assembly cask system. 

• No transportation casks for high burnup are approved by the NRC,
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 so the waste cannot be relocated. 

• Approved for only 20 years in dry cask storage and assumptions about how high burnup fuel reacts in 

the first 20 years of storage are proving incorrect. 
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• Insufficient data to approve dry casks for over 20 years, per Dr. Robert Einziger, Senior Materials 

Scientist, NRC Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation.
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